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number of people assembled there every day to read the books, magazines
and newspapers available there. He was, however, anxious to know the exact
nature of the benefit they derived by going through these books, etc. Be that
as it may, Mahatmaji proceeded to say that libraries had now become indis-
pensable in our daily life. These libraries, he said, had now become a part
and parcel of our existence, and it gratified him to see that this library con-
tained all sorts of newspapers and magazines. Mahatma Gandhi then spoke
on the importance of public libraries, laying special stress on the selection of
books.1 Mahatmaji again thanked the Hony. Secretary for the address and
the beautiful casket presented to him and then left the hall, the Secretary
leading the way to the gate.2

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 18-6-1925

135.   ABOUT "AMTYAJAS"

A gentleman has asked me some searching questions, which,
being important, I give below:3

If the Antyaja members cannot stay where the other mem-
bers of the conference lodge, certainly it cannot be said that un-
touchability has been eradicated. Our Antyaja brethren should have
the liberty to do all that the other four castes can do. It is their
duty to refuse to stay where the Antyaja members cannot stay.

SECOND QUESTION*

Just as members of other communities sit in one row with
due regard for decorum, so should Antyajas be able to do as a
matter of right. This volunteer did well when he politely got
up and took another seat on being criticized by a Vaishnava. Good
manners require that those who are in a large gathering should
yield to the sentiments of the majority. If, in this particular
incident, the correspondent yielded to the request of one solitary
Vaishnava> his conduct deserves especial commendation. It is not

1 According to a report in Amrita Bazar Patrika, 16-6-1925, Gandhiji said
that "libraries should contain such books which could help the readers to be-
come men."

2 The Honorary Secretary requested Gandhiji to autograph the Viators*
Book*   Gandhiji wrote:  "I wish the institution every success."

3 The questions are not translated here.   The first question was whether
at the time of the conference it was not the duty of the delegates to see that
the Antyaja members stayed with them.

4 It was about the seating at dinner of delegates who did not believe in
untouchability.